[image: image1.jpg]TOTAL





TOTAL Lindsey Oil Refinery statement about industrial action

15 June 2009

We are extremely disappointed and frustrated that our contractor workforce on the HDS-3 construction project has decided not to return to work. 

The contractor workforce was asked to return to work and end the illegal walk-out at a meeting between contractor management and Union representatives this morning. The contractor workforce decided to continue the unofficial action.

The HDS-3 construction project will remain closed until everyone agrees to return to work. However, the refinery continues to operate normally and is not affected by this action.

There will be a further meeting with Union officials and contractor management tomorrow morning. We are keen to clarify the demands of the contractor workforce so we can resolve the situation as soon as possible.

ENDS

About Lindsey Oil Refinery and its contractors

Total Lindsey Oil Refinery has been a major local employer for over 40 years.

· We currently employ 550 permanent staff and 350 permanent contract staff. We have a very good relationship will all our permanent employees at the refinery.

We are committed to supporting the local area and creating future employment opportunities.

· We are making a significant financial investment (over £200m) in helping to secure the future of the refinery and local employment for many years to come.

· The construction of the HDS-3 construction project has created jobs for between 600 and 1200 contractors over the last 18 months.  

Construction projects will come to an end. This is normal.

· This industrial action is related to redundancies on certain sections of the HDS-3 unit which are due to be completed.

· When different parts of a project come to end thee contractor workforce working on that specific phase are made redundant. That is the nature of the construction industry and is normal industry practice.

We are extremely disappointed and frustrated that our contractor workforce have walked-out in this illegal action.

· We have never discriminated against any worker. We have always operated within the law. 

· Everyone on the project is paid and treated equally, under the terms of the national agreement between the construction industry and the Unions.

· In fact, the Unions are not supporting this illegal action. 

We want everyone to return to work so we can all carry on securing the long-term future of this refinery.

· Every time there is a walk-out it impacts the refinery and delays the project.

About TOTAL Lindsey Oil Refinery

· TOTAL Lindsey Oil Refinery is owned by TOTAL UK Limited.  

· Lindsey Oil Refinery covers 500 acres and is the third largest refinery in the UK, processing 10 million tonnes of crude per year (200,000 barrels per day).  

· It operates 24 hours a day 365 days a year.

About TOTAL

· TOTAL is the world’s 5th largest energy group and Europe’s leading refiner and marketer of fuels.  TOTAL has interests in 27 refineries and over 17,000 service stations throughout the world.

· TOTAL UK is the group’s UK refining and marketing subsidiary, and is based in Watford.

· It has one refinery, a lubricant blending plant and a bitumen plant as well as 850 TOTAL branded service stations throughout England and Wales, which accounts for 10 per cent of the UK market, selling over 3 billion litres of fuel and lubricants each year.

For further information, please contact the TOTAL Press Office on 0870 241 4337.
